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“ 53. Histo*'y or Flight: B-25E, Fo. 44-29125 dsparted Fellls Alr Force
Bgse Nevada on 30 Jamary 1956. Tne purpose of the flight was aircraft parts .
- pick-up at Olmsted Alr Force Base Fennsylvania, and delivery of two-passengers

© ... %o Andrews Ar Force Base Maryland. The craw consisted of Mejor Williem L.
- Dotson, pilot, Captein John F. Jamieson, pilot, Captain Jteve W. Tabak, pilot,
Btafl Sergeant Walter E, Scocey, Crev Chief, and Alrman Becond Class Charles L.
Smith, Crev Chief; Captain J, P. Ingrshes and Master Sergeant Alfred J. Alleman
were listed as passengers. The alreraft departed Nellis Air Force Base at
approximetely 1815E and arrived at Tinker Air Force Base Oklahoma at Z2221E.
The crew dscided 4o RON =t Tinker Alr Force Base in viev of ice snd smov re-
ported on runways st Selfridge, the next poini of destination, and brake
. _trouble disgovered.on the aircraft.  A.new right brake azgexbly and left oute~ -
" “boerd brake ssserbly were installed. The alrcraft was refusled et Tinker Adr ¥
.. . Force Base with 560 gallons of 100 octane fuel for a totel of §75 in the tanks.
" Flight was resun=d on 31 Jazuery 1956, departing Tinker Air Force Base st
v 08533 and arrived 2% Selfridge st 13173E, ‘Major William L, Dotson was flying
o-pilot on this le of the f’lignt with Cz.p‘.:e.i.. Ja:.eaaa as pllot. A
- P B - - S Upcn
arrivel et Selrrid.ge }.ir }.‘orce Baae, notifica‘ian wAK received thet approxi-
mately three nowre would elapse befdre refusling coull be completed. It was
decided to proceed to Olmsted Air Porce Base with the fuel extimsted availishbls:
i.e., 375 gallons, since this repn‘uented spproximately 3 hours of fusl and the
Flight 4o Olmpted would require but one hoyr and LD winuites. The estimate of
_375_gallions remsining in the zirerzft wae computed
not more than 600 gallone would refuel the alreraft. The sircraft
departed Selfridge Alr Force Base at 1443E hours with Kajor Dotson as pilot
. g¥d Captain Jamieson as co-pilet, Captain Ingrsham and Bergesnt Soqeey were
in the forward crev compartment; Alrman Swmith and Sergesrt Alleman were in
the rear compartment, Ceptain Tabak remained st Belfridge, The {1ight pro-
ceeded under TFR conditions at 7000 feet indicated, 1000 on top, vis Red .
Alrwey 20, Red £5, and Qreen 4., Posliion reporis were given by Captaln
Jamiesorn at Windscr, Cleveland, Aloron, Columblana and Butler. The flight
was uneventful until in the vieinity of Butler Radio Bhadon, approzim‘bﬂ.y
17 nautical miles northeast of Gr=a:ber Pi‘b‘bs‘bv:gh. At Bn‘c&er . ]

A a Beacon, sppmoximately I nautical miles eagt of Grester
Pittetmro* Adrport, sn obvious end unususl ‘decresse in the foel Indisaiion
on el1l tzuks wes noted,

Approximately 120 gellons were indiceted as ix the aircrsft st this point,
Pittsburgk Center was contacted on UHF Channel 5 and a change in destina-
tion to Grester Pitisburgh Adrport was roguested end recelved st spproxi-
mately 1500E. Tne sircraft was advised that the weather st Greater
Fittsburgh Alrport consisted of & 3000' broken celling witn 10 miles visi-
b_li"v River Redio Besacon, 5 mautical mlleg saszt of Greater Fiitsburgn
Adrport, was tuned ic on Radic Compass at this time axd the aircralt homed
in on & nesding of spproximately 285°, A fev mimutes after leaving the
N¥ev flexsndrie vicinity, st approximetely 1607E, 2 lsrge hols in the under-
cast wEs signted and the IFR clesrance was cancelled gt 1505E. The aircraft
~ was descended tarough the hole




SR D At this time wing tanks were indicating
.7, empty; main panks were indicating approximately 80 gallons total fuel remeln- -

"% ing. A’ large deflection:on ‘the ‘radic.compass indicator was noted, and close
- - prexixity - 4o River Beacon vas _assumed and reparied to-Pltisvurgh Ceqter: The
. . raiperatt was descended bemeail the broksn ceiling to approximately 30007 indi-
™" cated. (In this vicinity sverage terrain Jevel is 1100 4o 1200 feet.) Shorily

after descexnding to VFR canditions, the heavily populsted fringes of ithe ity

. of Pittsburgh were sighted and course was sltered to & generally southerly
direction to- avoid housing sress. At this time it became evident that fuel
was “decreasing constanily at an sbnormal rate snd it was decided %o attempt
landing at:Allegheny County Afrport, spproximstely 15 pamticsl miles south=-
.east-of Greater Pittsburgh Airport. Shortly thereafter, at srproximaiely

‘/lbOQE ; the Monongahels River vas sighted and both engines ceased opersting
at epproximately 3000° indicated.
Captein Jamieson trensmitted a
Mayday" which vas overheard at the Allegheny County Tower at 1b0YE om elther
106.18Mc or 257.5MC. Major Doison loWersed wing Ilgps gnd corpleted & vheels-

- - up tonchdown, hesding downsiream in & generslly sowth, southwest directiom -
&t approximstely 1610E to 1611B. The ditching ¥as suscessPui and eil occupants
evacusted the aircreft with no spperent injulres. A1l six person vere able
to olimb sboard the upper surfaces of the airceaft as it floated down the
sieoam. The Honongshels River st this point veries from BOO to 1000 feet
in width; the river depth varies from 25 to 35 feet. The current was estl-
meted to be arzroximetely 8 to 10 kmots; the recorded water terpsrature was

35 degress F; the recorded ailr tepperaticre was 279 F; +the recorded wind

-7

veloelty was & to 10 knots, from the northwest. The aircraft remained afloat
ror an estimsted 10 to 15 minutes.

that the sircraft was ginking, the crew end passengers
to remove their zhoes and swim to0 & log floating nearby. -
&1l six perscns ooilid swim,
ergesnt Aliemsn, Alrmen Bwith end Major Dotson reached the nearby log
successfully., MaJor Dotson and Alrman Smith remsined witn the log uwmtil
recovered by & commercisl river boat, epproximately 15 minutes later. Master
Sergeant Alleman reached the log but gtruck cut for the left bank of the river

He was sbie o mahore with grest difficuity end was as-
osted from the water by civiliens and local pollice officers. Captelin Jamliescn
used & small wooden pest e found flosting in the water as partisl support and
was able to remein efloat until recovered by & police lzunch.

diseppesr benesth the wvater. Sergeznt Soocey
cn some unidentified debris when last seen
Subsequently,
rgeant Scocey swimming towerd the left bank snd disappesar benath
the weter approximstely 60! from the shore. The girerafi drifted for an
estimat .~ - mile from the point of impect pricr to ginking. Mejor Doteon
and AiTman Smitn, the last persomnel to be recovered were recovered aspproxi-
mately 13 to 2 miles from the scene of impact. At the time of this report
neither the sircraft nor missing personnel have been located.
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